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U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement
U.S. Congressional approval and implementation of the U.S. trade agreement with Colombia will benefit information, communication and technology (ICT) companies by establishing greater market access, ensuring a rules-based and predictable business climate, and encouraging further bilateral investment, which will contribute to economic growth and political stability in the region.

In 2007, Colombia imported more than $1 billion in products covered by the WTO’s Information Technology Agreement. ITA-covered products (mostly computers and communications-related equipment) account for 16.2 percent of U.S. industrial exports to Colombia. 
The U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement will allow companies in Colombia to expand their telecommunications networks in a more cost-effective manner by reducing Colombian import duties, which currently average 12 percent. As Colombia already receives duty-free treatment on its exports to the United States under the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug Eradication Act, passage of the Trade Promotion Agreement will balance this unequal playing field for U.S. ICT companies, while contributing positively to a strategic international partner’s economic and infrastructure development. The agreement will also help ensure an open and competitive telecommunications market in Colombia with guarantees that U.S. companies will have nondiscriminatory access to local networks. 
TIA urges Congress to pass the U.S. trade promotion agreement with Colombia. This agreement will provide substantial benefits to TIA members, facilitating investment in the region’s telecommunications sector and guaranteeing market access for ICT goods and services.

About TIA
The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) represents the global information and communications technology (ICT) industry through standards development, advocacy, tradeshows, business opportunities, market intelligence and world-wide environmental regulatory analysis. With roots dating back to 1924, TIA enhances the business environment for broadband, mobile wireless, information technology, networks, cable, satellite and unified communications. Members’ products and services empower communications in every industry and market, including healthcare, education, security, public safety, transportation, government, the military, the environment and entertainment. TIA co-owns the SUPERCOMM® tradeshow and is accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Visit www.tiaonline.org.
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