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U.S.-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement
The approval and implementation of the U.S. trade agreement with Panama will benefit information, communications and technology (ICT) companies by establishing greater market access, assuring a rules-based and predictable business climate, and encouraging further bilateral investment, which will contribute to economic growth in the country.

In 2006, products that fell under the WTO’s Information Technology Agreement totaled $189 million in exports to Panama, a large portion of which includes telecommunications equipment and data processing machines and parts. 

Approximately 95 percent of Panama’s exports to the United States enter duty free. However, U.S. exporters have had no equivalent access to the Panamanian market and are paying on average tariffs of 7.7 percent. The U.S.-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement will end this one-way trade discrimination and will create a reciprocal commercial relationship. 

The value of the overall Latin American market is expected to increase to $367.2 billion in 2011, growing at a 10.5 percent compound annual rate. Panama’s ICT market will benefit from this regional growth, creating enhanced export opportunities for global ICT companies. The U.S.-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement will help U.S. companies take advantage of these opportunities.
TIA continues to urge the U.S. Congress to pass the Trade Promotion Agreement with Panama. This agreement will provide substantial benefits to TIA members, facilitating investment in the region’s telecommunications sector and guaranteeing market access for ICT goods and services.

About TIA
The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) represents the global information and communications technology (ICT) industry through standards development, advocacy, tradeshows, business opportunities, market intelligence and world-wide environmental regulatory analysis. With roots dating back to 1924, TIA enhances the business environment for broadband, mobile wireless, information technology, networks, cable, satellite and unified communications. Members’ products and services empower communications in every industry and market, including healthcare, education, security, public safety, transportation, government, the military, the environment and entertainment. TIA co-owns the SUPERCOMM® tradeshow and is accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Visit www.tiaonline.org.
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