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The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA)

International Government Affairs Program
The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) represents the interests of its members before U.S. government agencies such as the Department of State, the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, the Department of Commerce (DoC) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). TIA also represents its members at international organizations such as the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), meetings with foreign governments and at other forums where policies affecting U.S. industry are developed.

TIA’s international government affairs team strives to deliver the latest news and information on ICT sector developments in key foreign markets to its members. It also seeks opportunities for TIA member companies to engage with U.S. government officials and foreign decision makers in the telecommunications industry. TIA staff provides weekly news clips of information and communication technology (ICT) articles and events in different areas around the globe.

Key Issues:

China: TIA is a parent association of the United States Information Technology Office (USITO) located in Beijing, providing TIA and its members a unique and valuable advocacy tool and source of information on developments in this critical international market. TIA coordinates closely with USITO to approach the U.S. and Chinese governments on critical policy issues of concern to the ICT industry by promoting open markets, technology-neutral policies, and the use of international technology standards in this important market. TIA supports the liberalization of the telecommunications market in China to foster competition, lower prices for consumers and spur quicker deployment of new technologies to this large and growing ICT market. 
India: One of the fastest-growing telecommunications markets in the world, India is making great strides in promoting telecommunications connectivity. TIA, through its chair of the Telecommunications Subgroup of the U.S.-India ICT Working Group, encourages the Indian government to implement policies that will help it meet its policy objectives. Key issues include spectrum policy and licensing provisions that will hasten the deployment of new technologies and services to the Indian consumer.

Trade: TIA advocates open markets for goods and services through bilateral agreements such as the pending Free Trade Agreements with Colombia, Panama and Korea, as well as through multilateral agreements in the World Trade Organization (WTO). TIA supports the goals of the WTO’s Doha Development Round and encourages countries to subscribe to the WTO’s Information Technology Agreement and the Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement. Collectively, the approval/expansion of these agreements will reduce barriers to trade in telecommunications equipment and services. 
European Union (EU): TIA supports the U.S. government’s request for dispute resolution consultations with the EU over its unilateral declassification of products covered under the WTO’s Information Technology Agreement (ITA). TIA believes that European businesses and consumers are entitled to continue to reap the benefits of competitiveness and innovation provided by the ITA, commitments to which the EU has already subscribed

About TIA
The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) represents the global information and communications technology (ICT) industry through standards development, advocacy, tradeshows, business opportunities, market intelligence and world-wide environmental regulatory analysis. With roots dating back to 1924, TIA enhances the business environment for broadband, mobile wireless, information technology, networks, cable, satellite and unified communications. Members’ products and services empower communications in every industry and market, including healthcare, education, security, public safety, transportation, government, the military, the environment and entertainment. TIA co-owns the SUPERCOMM® tradeshow and is accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Visit www.tiaonline.org.
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