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Thank you, Mr. Seifert, for inviting me to speak here today.  I am grateful for the opportunity to appear before you among this distinguished panel of witnesses.  I also appreciate the leadership of the NTIA, RUS, FCC, Congress, and the Administration for their collective efforts to bring broadband to all Americans.

On behalf of TIA, CEA, ITIC, Fiber-to-the-Home Council, and TechAmerica, I collectively represent a large coalition of thousands of companies which include the manufacturers and suppliers of broadband networks and equipment, technologies, and consumer electronics, systems integrators, Internet companies, Internet service providers, information technology government contractors and information technology consulting and sourcing companies – all which want to see a successful implementation of the broadband initiatives we discuss today.  I urge the NTIA to embrace the flexibility Congress wove into the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) and allow all entities – private and public – to propose and receive funding for projects that will make broadband technology available in all corners of our nation.  

Ultimately, fulfilling the purposes of the BTOP should be the driving force behind every decision the NTIA makes with regard to the grant process, in order to serve the best interests of our citizens and our economy.  As companies that provide Internet service to millions of Americans and the creators of the technologies and applications that will build the broadband networks and provide consumers the tools they need to harness the Internet, our members work with a vast array of public and private entities to deploy broadband.  Their experience shows that all parties – public, private, and partnerships combining the two – can very effectively steer broadband delivery projects.  Therefore, in order for the American people to get the most benefit from the stimulus funds allocated to broadband deployment, all parties should be eligible to bid for BTOP funding and show how a project can meet the purposes of the BTOP as established by Congress.

BTOP eligibility standards should be flexible to bring the most qualified and most diverse group of applicants to the table.  NTIA should not focus on what type of entity an applicant is, but rather on:  1) the value of the proposed project to the American people; and 2) the applicant’s ability to use the funds to achieve the project’s objective.  Criteria for grant awards should include a proposed project’s area and demographic coverage, cost, and efficiency, along with the quality and suitability of the broadband offering.   In any particular case, the “best” candidate under these principles may be a state or local government, a Tribal authority, a nonprofit organization, a private party, or a partnership.  An open eligibility policy will allow the NTIA to pick the best among a diverse applicant pool.  A flexible approach would also be consistent with the RUS portion of the ARRA, which allows private entities to propose broadband infrastructure projects for funding.
In addition to opening the grant application access to all parties, NTIA should maximize the flexibility Congress provided it in the BTOP with respect to areas available for and contractual conditions on grant funding.  As the application process begins, states should be invited to consult with the NTIA to the extent such expertise will streamline the application process and facilitate completion of projects.
Our coalition has other input on a host of other matters to which you have inquired in your Request for Information.  In the coming days, we will provide a concise list of our shared positions to assist you in developing the grant application, selection, and award processes.

Again, I urge the NTIA to ensure that all parties can apply for BTOP grants to bring the best innovators into the BTOP broadband deployment effort.  I thank you for the opportunity to discuss this important matter, and offer you our assistance on technical and policy matters as we work for ubiquitous broadband availability in America. 
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